
Lucy and Ethel go to the state fair. Lucy drives two miles to the interstate in 10 minutes. She drives away from home at 

50 mph for 30 minutes. Ethel is hungry, so they stop at the rest stop to get some snacks. They spend 15 minutes at the 

rest stop and then keep driving. Ethel takes over driving and covers 150 miles in 2 hours. Getting off the interstate, Ethel 

drives in town going 24 mph for 30 minutes. 

1. How far away from home do the ladies get? 

2. Who is more likely to get a speeding ticket? 

3. Why aren’t any of the slopes negative? 

 

 

 

 

Bob and Sue take a road trip to Grandma’s house. They travel east 150 miles, without stopping in 3 hours. A Country 

Kitchen catches their eye, but it is busy. By the time they get back on the road, one hour has passed. They get back on 

the road, traveling east, but they run into construction. The next 100 miles takes them 2.5 hours. They stop for dinner at 

McDonalds and only spend 15 minutes in the restaurant. After dinner, Bob drives 50 mph for 2 hours. Unfortunately, he 

misses his exit and has to drive back 25 miles in half an hour to reach Grandma’s house. 

1. How far away from home is Grandma’s house? 

2. Were Bob and Sue ever speeding? 

3. What does the negative slope mean? 

 

 

 

 

George and Ringo go for a bike ride. They pedal 5 miles west in 30 minutes. They stop to rest and have some water for 

10 minutes. They ride west for 20 miles in 100 minutes. They stop for a snack and then head home. The ride home takes 

them 2 hours. 

1. Did they travel faster on the way out or the way home? 

2. What might explain the difference in their speeds? 

3. What was their average speed all day? 

 

 

 



Fred and Ginger went for a walk along the bike path. They walked to the duck pond 1 mile away in 20 minutes. They 

stopped to feed the ducks for 20 minutes. They continued down the path for another 2 miles at a speed of 4 mph. They 

rested for 20 minutes and then returned home. They were gone a total of 2.5 hours. 

1. Do you think Fred and Ginger are old or young? Why? 

2. How fast did Fred and Ginger walk on the way home? 

3. Did Fred and Ginger stop to rest on the way home? 

 

 

 

 

A vendor sells drinks and snacks at a stadium. He moves up and down the stairs in one aisle. He walks one row every 2 

seconds and it takes him 20 seconds to sell snacks to one person. Starting at the bottom he walks up to row 15 and sells 

to one person. He goes to row 45 and sells to two people. He walks all the way to the top (row 80) without a sale. He 

comes back down to row 70 and sells to three people. He is called down to row 50 and sells to one person. He returns to 

the bottom without a sale.  

1. Is he walking slow or fast? 

2. How long did the whole trip take? 

3. What was his average speed? 

 

 

 

 

A couple on a bike ride in a hilly area uses a GPS sensor to keep track of their motion. When they return home, they 

discover that the information indicates several different speeds. It says they travelled 5 miles west in 40 minutes, 

stopped for 10 minutes, travelled 5 miles west in 30 minutes, turned around and travelled 5 miles east in 50 minutes 

and then 5 miles east in 40 minutes. 

1. What was their average speed for the whole ride? 

2. Do you think they started at the top of a hill or the bottom of a hill? 

3. There was a strong wind on this day. Which direction do you think it was blowing, to the east or west? 

 

 


